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l.IN REFTEL A THE MISSION REPORTED THAT EC COMMISSION VICE 
PRESIDENT SOAMES WILL VISIT CHINA MAY 4-10. ON HIS RETURN FROM 
PEKING, SOAMES WILL STOP IN TEHRAN TO DISCUSS EC/IRAN RELATIONS. 
SOAMES IS EXPECTED TO MEET WITH MINISTER ANSARY IN CONNECTION 
WITH THE EC COUNCIL'S (FOREIGN MINISTERS, FEB. 10, REF C) 
INSTRUCTIONS TO THE COMMISSION TO GET A READING ON IRANIAN 
INTENTIONS REGARDING CLOSER RELATIONS WITH THE COMMUNITY. 

2. WE UNDERSTAND FROM COMMISSION CONTACTS THAT THE 
TEHRAN VISIT WILL PERMIT SOAMES TO LAY THE GROUNDWORK 
FOR SUBSEQUENT EXPLORATORY TALKS BETWEEN THE EC AND 
IRAN EXPECTED THIS SUMMER IN BRUSSELS. (AT LEAST 
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Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 




Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



NECESSARY BEFORE ANY ACTION COULD BE TAKEN TOWARDS 
A COMMISSION REQUEST FOR A NEGOTIATING MANDATE.) IN 
CONNECTION WITH HIS VISIT, SOAMES TOLD AMBASSADOR 
GREENWALD ON APRIL 27 THAT HE HOPES TO CONVINCE THE 
IRANIANS NOT REPEAT NOT TO PRESS FOR A PREFERENTIAL 
AGREEMENT. HE WASNT TO SELL THEM A FORMULA 
WHICH COMBINES INDUSTRIAL COOPERATION WITH A TRADE 
REGIME BASED ON MFN PLUS ANY IMPROVEMENTS IN THE EC'S 
GENERALIZED PREFERENCES SYSTEM THAT COULD BENEFIT 
IRAN. 

3. MISSION CONTACTS IN DG-1 STRESS THAT THE SOAMES 
MISSION IS A PRELIMINARY "SOUNDING -OUT " OF IRANIAN 
DESIRES AND THAT THE COMMISSION'S POSITION AGAINST A 
PREFERENTIAL "MEDITERRANEAN-TYPE" AGREEMENT CONTINUES 
STRONG. SO FAR AS THE COMMISSION STAFF KNOWS, MEMBER 
STATE VIEWS APPARENTLY REMAIN THE SAME AS LAST RE- 
PORTED.I.E. DENMARK AND FRANCE IN FAVOR OF A BROAD 
PREFERENTIAL ARRANGEMENT, GERMANY STILL CONSIDERING 
SPECIAL PREFERENTIAL TREATMENT FOR PETROLEUM PRODUCTS, 
WHILE ITALY AND BRITAIN ARGUE AGAINST THE PREFERENTIAL 
APPROACH. HOWEVER, THERE HAVE BEEN NO FURTHER MEMBER 
STATE DISCUSSIONS OF THIS ISSUE SINCE THE REPORT IN 
REFTEL C. 

GREENWALD 
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